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Hydraulics & Pneumatics spoke with Mark Draper, product developer at Shell Lubricants, about the company’s strategy regarding hydraulic oil product development, and how it liaises closely with OEM customers to ensure its R&D roadmap is the optimum fit for their requirements.


 Many of the mineral and synthetic hydraulic oils currently supplied to OEMs for legacy equipment such as excavators, diggers and dump-trucks have remained largely unchanged for a decade or more, largely because the oils have been proven still to be effective fluids for legacy-type applications.
 However, as Mark Draper, product developer at Shell Lubricants, points out, the market is now increasingly moving towards new requirements, such as longer-lasting oil that can ensure longer intervals between equipment servicing to minimise downtime periods and maximise productivity. This, together with some of the newer OEM equipment stressing the hydraulic fluid harder through being designed to operate within more extreme environments and at greater speeds, means hydraulic oil suppliers need to step up to the plate and ensure their R&D and product roadmap is up to the task.
  New breed
 “Between service intervals, OEMs want the oil to continue to perform essentially as well as it did when it was first use on the plant and equipment,” said Draper. “So when the equipment reaches the normal drain interval the oil should work as effectively as it did after its first one and two hours of operation. This is becoming ever more challenging when the newer OEM equipment, in particular, is moving into higher loads and working at far greater speeds, often in highly gruelling terrain. The legacy equipment will continue to be run perfectly efficiently and reliably using the more traditional, proven fluids that have been around for some time, but companies such as Shell must certainly be able to meet the requirements of this more modern breed of equipment.”


 Draper also stressed that even legacy equipment can, of course, benefit from the newer ranges of fluid; it is not just a case of the newer offering being specifically applicable for newer machinery.
  Continuous development
 Draper explains that Shell has developed, and will continue to develop, lubricants for today’s most severe applications, while also keeping an eye on possible trends a further 5, 10 or even 15 years down the line. “The type of products we are developing today, such as the newly launched Tellus S2 MX for stationary systems, and Tellus S2 VX for mobile hydraulic systems, will gradually move out to more and more markets,” he said. “Higher tier fluids offer specialised benefits such as even longer fluid life, shear stability, energy efficiency, and wider temperature operating windows for outdoor use in colder climates, and we continue to work with the market and OEMs to ensure that these fluids keep up to date with emerging customer and OEM requirements. In terms of our R&D activities that support both the new product development and the aftermarket space, Draper pointed out that Shell has a strong presence in all the major global regions; the Americas, Europe and the Far East. “We have laboratories in China, Japan, the US and Germany and essentially it’s all one global network,” he said. “When I start work in the morning I normally deal largely with correspondence from the Far East, then in the afternoon I’m usually dealing with issues coming from the Americas. At Shell, we have dedicated global teams whose core mission is to work very closely with OEMs at a local level. They are in close contact on a regular basis to ensure they are on top of all their requirements, and ready to assist with 
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Hillhead Quarry, Buxton, Derbyshire UK
















             

            
            

            
                
            
                
                
                    
                   
                   
             
            
            Buyers' Guide Search
            

             

            
  
    	Search for UK supplier by name
	
             
            	 
            
            

	Browse by Product Group.
	
             
            Hydraulics
Pneumatics
Compressed Air

	 
            
            






      
             
             
                            
		
            

            
             
        
            

           
                    
					
                    Magazine
                

                

[image: MARCH 2024]To view a digital copy of the MARCH 2024 edition of Hydraulics & Pneumatics Magazine, click here.



For a FREE subscription please click here



To visit the Library for past issues click here





[image: JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2024 Issue]To view a digital copy of the JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2024 edition of Hydraulics & Pneumatics Magazine, click here.



For a FREE subscription please click here



To visit the Library for past issues click here





[image: JULY/AUG 2023 Issue inc. BUYERS' GUIDE]To view a digital copy of the JULY/AUGUST ISSUE of Hydraulics & Pneumatics magazine that includes the ANNUAL BUYERS' Guide for 2023,  click here.



To visit the Library for past issues click here




[image: BFPA Yearbook]To read the latest BFPA Yearbook, click here  ..

[image: BFPA Training Academy]Click the image to go to the BFPA Training Academy website

[image: Compressed Air & Vacuum Technology Guide 2018]To read the official BCAS Compressed Air & Vacuum Technology Guide 2018  click here

[image: Offshore Europe Journal]






                        
		
            

             
                
                    
                        
  Newsletter                    


 


  
    
      Newsletter  
      To register for our email newsletter, please enter your email address below
      
      
      
    

  




                    
                    


             
             
                   
                   
                   
                    
                    
                    
                       
                       
                    

                    
                       
                       
                    

                

                

                
		   
                

                

             
                
                
                    
                
                
		   
                

                
                
               
    
                        
                
                    
            
                Twitter  
            

             

               Tweets by @HPMag

             

            
                    


                

            

        
        

        
        
        

        
        
        
        	
	Hydraulics & Pneumatics
	About
	Subscribe (UK)
	Subscribe (non UK)
	Digital Issues
	Engineering Handbooks
	Editorial Programme
	UK Media Pack 2024
	UK Media Pack 2023
	USA Media Pack 2023

	  
	Terms and Conditions
	Sitemap
	Privacy Policy
	Cookies
	Legal Notice
	Disclaimer


	Other Publications
	Drives & Controls
	Plant & Works Engineering
	Power Electronics Europe
	Offshore Engineering & Equipment (online)
	Smart Futures (Online)
	Aftermarket Online
	 

	Events
	Talking Industry
	[image: ]


©DFA Media Group 1999-2024

	

        

        

        
[image: ]
    








